1812History.com:
Biographical Sketch
History: Grade 7 – British North America
Overview:
Students will determine who made the most significant contributions to the War of 1812. To
begin, students will create a detailed biographical sketch of a personality from the 1812 time
period. A list of suggested personalities is listed in the lesson plan. These people have been
selected due to the volume of information available regarding their lives via the
1812history.com resource. Students will first generate questions to guide their research, and
then complete their notes using 1812history.com. The teacher can choose whether students
may work independently or in pairs for this activity. The presentation of their research can take
many formats (such as: a slideshow, report, skit, flipbook, etc.), which students can select using
the choice board, which has been included. Finally, students will rate each of the biographical
sketches to determine which person made the most significant contributions to the War of
1812.
Purpose:
For students to gain a better understanding of the key personalities involved in the War of
1812, and to identify their achievements and contributions, especially personalities from the
Niagara area, and to present this information in a creative manner.
Strand: Grade 7 History – British North America
Online Exhibit:
1812 History: http://www.1812history.com – a website that is designed to make the surviving records
and artefacts from the 1812 period available online.

Author:
Sarah Brydges

Overview

Page 1

1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch
Expectations:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Identify the achievements and contributions of significant people.
Formulate questions to facilitate research on specific topics (e.g. biographical sketch).
Use a variety of primary and secondary sources.
Analyse, synthesize, and evaluate historical information.
Construct and use a wide variety of charts and diagrams to organize and interpret
information.
6. Communicate the results of inquiries for specific purposes and audiences, using media
works, oral presentations, written notes and reports, and charts.
7. Use appropriate vocabulary to describe their inquiries and observations.
8. Prepare and present a biographical sketch of a historical person from the period 1759 –
1812 (from the Niagara area).
Description:
The challenge for students is to determine who made the most significant contributions to the
War of 1812. Students will begin as a large group where they will select a person for their
biographical sketch from the list of suggestions. They will then create a list of questions to
guide their research (the teacher may choose to assist in the creation of questions so that all
students are looking for the same information). Students will complete their research using a
graphic organizer, and will then select a format to present their information from the choice
board (found in the teacher resource package). The teacher can choose whether students may
work independently or in pairs for this activity. Finally, as the students are presenting, the
others should rate the contributions of the biography subjects. As a class discussion, determine
who made the most significant contribution to the War of 1812 using these ratings.
Getting Organized:
Prior Knowledge Required:
Students should be familiar with the reasons for the early settlement of English Canada, as well
as the different groups of people who took part in the Loyalists’ migration.
Students should be familiar with the major causes of the War of 1812.
Students should be familiar with identifying key information in primary and secondary source
documents.
Students should be familiar with the format of a biography.
Lesson Plan
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1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch
Required Time:
2 or 3 – 50 minute periods for research
Planning Notes:
This lesson’s content comes from the website 1812history.com, which contains all of the
primary and secondary documents used in the activity. It is recommended that this lesson
takes place in the computer lab, to give students access to this website. Also, depending on the
format of the student presentations, the teacher should allow for adequate space and
resources to create their finished products.
Materials Required for the Teacher:






Student handouts
Teacher resource package
Dictionary
Computers
Construction paper, markers, pencil crayons, etc. for finished products

Accommodations and Modifications:
The teacher should always check if any students have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) and
follow the proper accommodations/modifications instructions as needed for the student(s).
Assessment and Evaluation Description:
A rubric has been included for the teacher to assess students’ ability to read, interpret, and
analyze the primary and secondary source documents relating to their selected personality to
create a biographical sketch. This will be accomplished primarily using their completed chart,
but also using their completed final product, which may take many different formats. The
teacher may also wish to evaluate the students’ ability to create research questions if they
generate them independently. To that end, an additional rating scale has been included. The
teacher should also be walking around the classroom to check on students’ progress and to
answer any clarifying questions. The teacher may also wish to take notes to report about
student learning skills based on their work during this activity.
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1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch
Teaching and Learning Strategies:
1. Students begin in a large group. The teacher sets up the challenge: Who made the
most significant contributions in the War of 1812? We will determine this by looking at
a variety of people from the Niagara area who were involved in the War of 1812
somehow, writing a biographical sketch for each of them, and discovering what their
contributions were to their community or province.
2. The teacher should show students a few biographies to help generate ideas for the
kinds of things that should be included. You may wish to use a SMARTboard or
overheads to share this information with students. The students could take notes, or
the teacher could lead a class discussion so that students know what kinds of questions
they should be asking to guide their research.
3. Students should decide which personality they will research from the list provided (in
the teacher resource package). The teacher can decide whether students may work
independently or in pairs for this activity. The teacher may wish to first give students
time to look at some primary and secondary sources in the computer lab, so they can
make an informed decision. The teacher may also wish to limit the number of students
who can research a specific person.
4. The teacher may choose to help students create their list of research questions, or they
may choose to have the students create the questions themselves. One question should
be related to what contributions their person made to the history of their community or
province. These questions should be written in their graphic organizer (in the teacher
resource package).
5. Students should be given time to complete their research in the computer lab using the
1812history.com resource. The time given to complete this portion of the activity is left
for teacher discretion.
6. Students then choose a format for their finished product. They should choose from the
options on the choice board (found in the teacher resource package). The teacher
should provide adequate time for students to complete their product.
7. Students present their finished product to the class. As students are presenting their
biographies, the other students should be completing the “Who made the most
significant contributions in the War of 1812?” graphic organizer. Discuss the ratings for
each personality to determine who the class believes made the most significant
contributions. The teacher could create a showcase for the students’ finished products.

Lesson Plan

Page 4

1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch
Resources Used and Consulted:
1. 1812History.com – Online Resource
http://www.1812history.com
2. Dodge, Judith. Differentiation in Action. Scholastic: New York, 2005.

Rating Scale:
Student Name:

Variety of Questions for Research

1

2

3

4

5

Quality of Questions for Research

1

2

3

4

5

Appropriate Number of Questions for
Research

1

2

3

4

5

Student Name:

Variety of Questions for Research

1

2

3

4

5

Quality of Questions for Research

1

2

3

4

5

Appropriate Number of Questions for
Research

1

2

3

4

5
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1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch
Marking Rubric:
Criteria

The student
understands the
historical
significance and
contribution of
their selected
personality to
the 1812 time
period.

Information from
primary and
secondary
sources is
collected,
interpreted and
analysed in a
graphic
organizer.
The student
writes or speaks
effectively for
the purpose and
when creating a
biographical
sketch.

Level 1
Limited
understanding of
the source
materials as they
relate to
student’s
selected
personality and
the 1812 time
period.

Student
demonstrates
limited
effectiveness in
collecting,
interpreting and
analysing
information from
primary and
secondary
sources.
Limited use of
appropriate
language when
creating a
biographical
sketch.

Level 2
Some
understanding –
though lacking in
completeness
and clarity – of
the source
materials as they
relate to the
student’s
selected
personality and
the 1812 time
period.
Student
somewhat
effectively
collects,
interprets and
analyses
information from
primary and
secondary
sources.

Level 3
A clear and
comprehensive,
understanding of
the source
materials as they
relate to the
student’s
selected
personality and
the 1812 time
period.

Level 4
A clear,
comprehensive,
and balanced
understanding of
the source
materials as they
relate to the
student’s
selected
personality and
the 1812 time
period.

Student
effectively
collects,
interprets and
analyses
information from
primary and
secondary
sources.

Student is highly
effective in
collecting,
interpreting and
analysing
information from
primary and
secondary
sources.

Somewhat
effective use of
appropriate
language when
creating a
biographical
sketch.

Effective use of
appropriate
language when
creating a
biographical
sketch.

Lively and
engaging use of
appropriate
language when
creating a
biographical
sketch.

Comments:
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1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch
Printable Masters:

Biographical Sketch
Names: ________________
Due Date: ________________
Our Challenge: Who made the Most Significant Contributions to the War of
1812?
You are to select a person from the list below and complete a biographical
sketch of that person. You will create a series of powerful questions to guide
your research, and then choose a format from the choice board to present your
information. We will then decide as a class which person made the most
significant contributions to the War of 1812.
Possible Personalities to Research:







Sir Isaac Brock
Laura Secord
Aeneas Shaw
Jacob Ball
Robert Nelles
Abraham Neff

Lesson Plan

 Donald (and Elizabeth)
Campbell
 John D. Servos
 Daniel McDougall
 James Crooks
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1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch
My Biographical Sketch
Name: __________________________
Due: __________________________
My Biographical Sketch is about ______________________________
Questions

Lesson Plan

Research Notes
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1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch

Choice Board for Your Finished Product

Create a slideshow

Perform a dramatic skit

Write a report

Make a large concept
map poster

Create a flipbook

Give an oral presentation

Conduct a mock interview

Design a webpage

Write and perform a rap

Lesson Plan
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1812 History Lesson Plan: Biographical Sketch

Who Made the Most Significant Contributions to the
War of 1812?
Name: ________________
Person

-1
Very insignificant
contribution

0
Insignificant
contribution

+1
Modest
contribution

+2
Very positive
contribution

*Make sure you include WHY you chose to give the person that rating in the appropriate box*

Lesson Plan
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Biographical Sketch
Names: ________________
Due Date: ________________
Our Challenge: Who made the Most Significant Contributions to the War of 1812?
You are to select a person from the list below and complete a biographical sketch of that
person. You will create a series of powerful questions to guide your research, and then
choose a format from the choice board to present your information. We will then decide as
a class which person made the most significant contributions to the War of 1812.
Possible Personalities to Research:






Sir Isaac Brock
Laura Secord
Aeneas Shaw
Jacob Ball
Robert Nelles







Abraham Neff
Donald (and Elizabeth) Campbell
John D. Servos
Daniel McDougall
James Crooks

Choice Board for Your Finished Product

Create a slideshow

Perform a dramatic skit

Write a report

Make a large concept
map poster

Create a flipbook

Give an oral presentation

Conduct a mock interview

Design a webpage

Write and perform a rap

My Biographical Sketch
Name: __________________________
Due: __________________________
My Biographical Sketch is about ______________________________
Questions

Research Notes

Who Made the Most Significant Contributions to the War of
1812?
Name: ________________
Person

-1
Very insignificant
contribution

0
Insignificant
contribution

+1
Modest
contribution

+2
Very positive
contribution

***Make sure you include WHY you chose to give the person that rating in the appropriate box***

Student Name:
Variety of Questions for
Research

1

2

3

4

5

Quality of Questions for
Research

1

2

3

4

5

Appropriate Number of
Questions for Research

1

2

3

4

5

Comments:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Name:
Variety of Questions for
Research

1

2

3

4

5

Quality of Questions for
Research

1

2

3

4

5

Appropriate Number of
Questions for Research

1

2

3

4

5

Comments:

My Biographical Sketch
Name: _______________________________
Personality: ______________________________
Criteria

The student
understands the
historical
significance and
contribution of
their selected
personality to the
1812 time period.

Information from
primary and
secondary sources
is collected,
interpreted and
analysed in a
graphic organizer.

The student
writes or speaks
effectively for the
purpose and
when creating a
biographical
sketch.

Comments:

Level 1
Limited
understanding of
the source
materials as they
relate to student’s
selected
personality and
the 1812 time
period.

Student
demonstrates
limited
effectiveness in
collecting,
interpreting and
analysing
information from
primary and
secondary
sources.
Limited use of
appropriate
language when
creating a
biographical
sketch.

Level 2
Some
understanding –
though lacking in
completeness and
clarity – of the
source materials
as they relate to
the student’s
selected
personality and
the 1812 time
period.
Student somewhat
effectively
collects, interprets
and analyses
information from
primary and
secondary
sources.

Level 3
A clear and
comprehensive,
understanding of
the source
materials as they
relate to the
student’s selected
personality and
the 1812 time
period.

Level 4
A clear,
comprehensive,
and balanced
understanding of
the source
materials as they
relate to the
student’s selected
personality and
the 1812 time
period.

Student effectively
collects, interprets
and analyses
information from
primary and
secondary
sources.

Student is highly
effective in
collecting,
interpreting and
analysing
information from
primary and
secondary
sources.

Somewhat
effective use of
appropriate
language when
creating a
biographical
sketch.

Effective use of
appropriate
language when
creating a
biographical
sketch.

Lively and
engaging use of
appropriate
language when
creating a
biographical
sketch.

